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I LorCcOUNTY COMMISSIONERS ’ Amended
* . DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA . Alternate
Agenda Item No. 2(a)
(Public Hearling 4-4-89)
Honorable Mayor and Members DATE: April 4, 1989
Board of County Commissioners S

SUBJECT: Pit Bull Dog Ordinance -

Robert A. Ginsburg
Dade County Attorney

Tre attached ordinance was prepared and placed on the agenda
at the request of Commissioner Gersten. The ordinance is also
cosponsored by Commissioners Valdes, Schreiber and Dusseau. ’

The alternate ordinance, alsoc attéched, differs from the
original agenda item in the following respects:

1. It specifically allows municipalities to provide for
more stringent regulation of pit bull dogs and pit bull
dog owners; . R .
It limits the available methods for showing financial :
responsibility to those enumerated in the ordinance;
and B . . . .

It makes technical and clerical corrections.

Robert A. Ginsburg”

RAG:mkd
Attachments
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ORDINANCE NO. 89-22

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER $ OF THE CODE OF
METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, RELATING
TO THE REGULATION OF "PIT BULL" DOGS AND
OWNERS OF "PIT BULL" DOGS; PROVIDING
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; PROVIDING
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFINEMENT OF PIT
BULL DOGS; PROVIDING FOR FINANCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNERS OF PIT BULL DOGS:;
PROVIDING REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, TIME OF
COMPLIANCE AND PENALTIES; AMENDING CHAPTER
8CC OF THE CODE TO ADD CIVIL PENALTY;
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN THE
CODE, AND AN FFFECTIVE DATE
WHEREAS, in recent months Dade County has experienced a
tragic series of incidents in which citizens have been attacked

and seriously injured by pit bull dogs; and

WHEREAS, concurrent with these attacks upon human beings,
the community has also experienced an increasing number of animal

killings resulting from pit bull attacks; and

WHEREAS, pit bull breeds were developed for the purpose of

fighting dogs and other animals; and

WHEREAS., to increase its effectiveness as a fighter, certain
pit bull traits have been selected and maximized by controlled
breeding, including 1) a set of powerful jaws with an exceptional
ability to grip, lock and tear when the dog bites; 2) a unique ‘
insensitivity to pain that causes pit bulls to be exceedingly
tenacious in the attack: 3) an unusually aggresésve temperament
towards human beings and animais: and 4) an extrasordinary direct-
ness in thelr method of attack that does not include the common
warning signs such as barking cr growling displayed by other

breeds;

WHEREAS., for the atove reasons, pit btull dogs present a
danger to the health and welfare ot the citizens of Dade County,
different 1n degree and kind, from the dangers presented by other

breeds of dog,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1. The aforementioned findings are hereby

incorporated by reference and made a part hereof.

Section 2. Section 5-17 of the Code of Metropolitan Dade
County, Florida shall read as follows:il

. 5-17. Reserved Legislative Intent.

This article is intended to utilize the
authority and powers of Metropolitan Dade -
County in order to secure for the citizens of
this County the protection of their health,
safety and welfare. It Is intended to be
applicable to dogs which are commonly refer-
red to as "pit bulls”™ and which are defined
herein. This article is desiqned to regqulate
these pit bull dogs and to ensure responsible
handling by thelr owners through confinement,
registration, and liabllity Insurance. The
unique history, nature and characterlistics of
pit bull dogs have been determined to reguire-
the special requlations and provisions
contained within this article which the
County Commlssion hereby finds reasonable and
necessarz.

Section 3. Section 5-17.1 of the Code of Metropolitan

Dade County, Florida, shall read as follows:

Sec. S5-17.1. pDefinition and Identification
of a Pit Bull Dog.

{a) The term "pit bull dog" as used
within thls article shall refer to any dog
which exhiblits those distingquishing charac-
teristics which:

(1) Substantially conform to the
standards established by the
American Kennel Club for American
Staffordshire Terriers or
Staffordshlire Bull Terriers; or

Substantially conform to the
standards established by the United
¥ennel Club scr anerican Pit Bull
Terriers.

b) The standards of the American Kennel
~1.. .ha %z Un.ted Fenne. Club referred to
{n SUSSQC{IOH (a} aSove. are attachea He:eEo
and incorporated herelsn by reference as
"Exhibit A® and shall remain on file with the

i Words stricken through shall te deleted. Underscored words
constitute the amendment proposed. FRemaining provisions are now
in effect and remain unchanged.
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Q Amended 8 9 - 22 t..

Animal Services Division of the Public Works
Department of Metropolitan Dade County.

(¢c) Technical deficiencies in the dogs'
conformance to the standards described in
subsection (b) shall not Ee construed to
indicate that the subject dog is not a "pit
bull dog" under this article. :

{4) Testimony by a veterinarian,
zoologist, animal behaviorist, or animal
control officer that a particular dogq exhib-
its distinquishing physical characteristics
of a pit bull shall establish a rebuttable

-presumption that the dog {5 a plt bull.

Section 4. Section 5-17.2 of the Code of Metropolitan

Dade County, Florida, shall read as follows: S

Sec. 5-17.2. Confinement of Pit Bull Dogs.

{a) Because of the pit bull dog's inbred
propensity to attack other animals, and
because of the danger posed to humans and
animals alike by a pit bull dog when running
loose or while running together In a pack,
pit bull dogs must at all times be securely
confined indoors, or confined in a securely
and totally encliosed and locked pen, wlth
either a top or with all four sides at least
six (6) feet high, and with a conspicuous
sign displaying the words "dDangerous Dog."

T T et PROTOGRASMC

(bj At any time that a pit bull dog is
not conflned as required in subsection (3}
above, the dog shall be muzzled In such a-
manner as to prevent it from biting or
Infuring any person or animal, and kept on a
leash with the owner or custodlan in atten-
dance. Provided, however, that no pit bull -
dog may be walked within Tifty (50) feet of
any public school ground nor enter onto such
school ground.

CROPTTOCZAPR 1) & THW COPT OF Tiet GRICImal, DO

. (Cc] An exceptton to these confinement
requirements is nhereby provided for any plt
bull dog In attendance at, and participating
Tn, any lawlul dog shcw, contest or exhibi-
tion sponsored by a dog ciup, association,
soclety or similar orzanizaiion.
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(d)] An exception to +hese confinement
requirements 15 rerecy provided for any plt
tull dog when the Jdcg is aciually engaged in
tRe sport of nunting .o an authorized area
and supervised by a cirpetent gerson.

Certinn & Gpmvron fo17 1 5f tre Code of Metropolitan
sDade County, Florida, shall read as f{0ilows:

Sec. 5-17.13. ) nsurance or Other
Wit inanclial .
vy required to be
Owner of Plit

ct tnhe public and to
sewere rarm and injury
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which is likely to result from a pit bull dog
attack, every owner of a pit bull dog shall
maintain and be able to provide evidence of
the owner's financial ability to respond in
damages up to and including the amount of
three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00)
for bodily injury to or death of any person
or damage to property which may result from
the ownershlp, keeping or maintenance of such
dog. Proof of ability to respond In damages
shall be given by filing with the animal ’
control office a certificate of Insurance
from an insurance company authorized to do
business in the state, stating that the owner
is and will be insured against liability for
such damages; or by posting with the animal
control otfice a suret bond -onditioned upen
the payment of such damages during the period
of such reqistration; or by posting a
personal bond secured by a mortgage in real
property or security interest in personal
"property; or a sworn statement of the owner
of his/her financial ability to respond in
damages up to and including the amount of
three hundred thousand dollars -($300,000.00).

Section 6. Section 5-17.4 of the Code of Metropolitan

Dade County, Florida, shall read as follows:

e e e e o ——

Sec. 5-17.4. Registration of Pit Bull Dogs.

(a) Every owner of a pit bull dog in
Metropolitan Dade County shall register the
dog with the Animal Services Divislion of the
publlic Works Department of the County. The
registration shall include the following:
Name, address and telephone number of the
dog's owner; the address where the dog is
harbored, If different from the owner's
address; a complete Identification of the dog
Including the dog's sex, color and any other
distinquishing physical characteristics; a .
color photograph of the dog; a description of
the method of compllance with the confinement
requirements; proof of the 11ablliity

- Insurance or other evidence of financial
responsibllity required pursuant to this
article; and a registration fee,
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Section 1. Section 5-17.5 of the Code of Metropolitan
pade County, Florida, shall read as follows:

Sec. 5-17.5. Enforcement.

1t shall be the duty and responsibility
of all WMetropolitan bade County animal

control offlcers to enlorce the provisions of
FPRT AT T~Tr

Section 8. Section 5-17.6 of the Code of Metropolitan
Dade County, Florida, shall read as follows:

Sec. 5-17.6. Tirme for Compliance.

a) All persons subject to this article
shall have ninety (90} days from the effec-

tTve date of thls ordinance to compl with
a confinement, registration, an a ty

insurance requirements.

EX0U16P 1949
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{b) No pit bull dogs may be sold,
purchased, obtained, brought Into Dade .
County, or otherwise acquired by residents of -
Dade County anytime after the passage of
ninety (90) days after the eéffective date of
this ordinance. No such newly-acquired pit
bull dogs may be kept, maintained, or other-
wise harbored within Dade County, and each
day any such newly-acquired pif bull is so
kept, maintained, or harbored shall consti-
tute a separate violation of thls section. -

violation of subsection (b) may
result in the issuance of a civil
violation notice, and :

Humane destruction of the pit bull
dog by order of a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction. The County

" Manager or his designee may apply
to the court for such order pur-
suant to this paragraoh.

(c) Failure to register a pit bull dog
as required by this article within the ninety
(90) day grace period shall be prima.-facie
evidence that the pit bull dog is a newly-
acquired pit bull dog. - -

Section 9. Sectioﬁ 8CC-10 of the Code of Metropolitan

Dade County, Florida, is amended as follows:

Sec. 8CC-10. Schedule of Civil Penalties.

Reference Code - Description of Civil
Number Section Violation Penalty

* * *

Fsilure to obtain  50.00
required license
tag for dog

Failure to confine
pit bull dog

Failure of owner

of pit bull dog to
maintain insurance
or other evidence of
financi{al responsi-

bility

Failure to reqgister
pit bull dog

sl l‘ukv.-'fs.‘“"o""‘"" ‘.
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Section 11. If any section, .subsection, sentence, clause

‘or provision of this ordinance is held invalid, the remainder of

this ordinance shall not be affectéd by such invalidity.

T T

Section 12. Nothing in this article shall prevent munici-

palities from providing for more stringent_regulatioh'of pit bull

dogs and pit bull dog owners.

Section 13. It is the intention of the Board of County

Commissioners, and it is hereby ordained that th. proviiions of.

this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the dee of -

Metropolitan Dade County, Florida. The sections of this ordi-- )

nance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such inten-.

tion, and the word "ordlnanée".may be changed to "section,"

"article," or other appropriate word.

Section 14. This ordinance shall‘bécome effective ;eh"

(10) days after the date of enactment.

PASSED AND ADOPTED: AR 04 8}

»Apprdved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency. @Bé

Prepared by: M
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APPENDIX
EXHIBIT A

OFFICIAL U.K.C. AMERICAN PIT
BULL TERRIER STANDARD

Revised‘January 1, 1978

HEAD: Medium length. Brick like in shape.
Skull flat and widest at the ears, with
prominent cheeks free from wrinkles.

MUZZLE: Square, wide and deep. Well pro-
nounced jaws, displaying strength. Upper
teeth should meet tightly over lower teeth,
outside in front.

EARS: Cropped or uncropped (ndt important).
Should set high on head, and be free from
wrinkles.

EYES: Round. Should be set far apart, low
down on skull. Any color acaeptablae.

NOSE: Wide open nostrils. Any color accept-
able. ) . - C )

NECK: Muscular. Slightly arched. Tapering
from shoulder to head. Free from looseness
of skin.

SHOULDERS: Strong and muscular, with wide
sloping shoulder blades. .

BACK: Short and strong. Slightly sloping
from withers to rump. Slightly arched at
loins, which should be glightly tucked.
CHEST: Deep, but not too broad, with wide
sprung ribs. . .

RIBS: Close. . Well-sprung, with deep back
ribs.

TAIL: Short in comparison to size. . Set low
and tapering to a fine point. Not carried
over back. Bobbed tail not acceptable,

LEGS: Large, round boned, with straight,
upright patterns, reasonably strong. Feet to
be of medium size. Gait should be light and
springy. No rolling or pacing.

THIGH: Long with muscles developed. Hocks
down and straight..

COAT: Glossy. Short and stiff to the touch.
COLOR: Any color or marking permissible.
WEIGHT: Not important. Females preferred

from thirty to fifty pounds. Males from
thirty-five to sixty pounds.

KOU16P1952




OFFICIAL A.K.C. STANDARDS
American Staffordshire Terrier

Head-Medium length, deep through, broad
skull, very pronounced cheek muscles, dis-
tinct stop; and ears are set high. Ears-
Cropped or uncropped, the latter preferred. -
Uncropped ears should be short and held half
rose or prick. Full drop to be penalized.
Eyes-Dark and round, low down in skull and
set far apart. No pink eyelids. Muzzle-
Medium length, rounded on upper side to fall
away abruptly below eyes. Jaws well defined.
Underjaw to be strong and have biting power.
Lips close and even, no looseness. Upper.
teeth to meet tightly outside lower teeth in
front. Nose definitely black.

. Neck-Heavy, slightly arched, tapering
from shoulders to back of skull. No -loosa-
ness+of skin. Medium length.

Shoulders-strSng and muscular with
blades wide and sloping.

Back-Fairly short. Slight sloping from
withers to rump with gentle short slope at
rump to_base of tail. Loins slightly tucked.

Body-Well-sprung ribs, deep in rear.
All ribs close together. Forelegs set rather
- wide apart to permit chest development.
Chest deep and broad.

Tail-Short in comparison to size, low
set, tapering to a fine point; not-'curled or
held over back. Not -docked.

‘Legs-The front legs should be straight,
large or round bones, pastern upright. No
resemblance .of bend in front. Hindquarters
well-muscled, let down at hocks, turning
" nejither in nor out. Feet of moderate size,
well-arched and compact. Gait must be
springy but without roll or pace.

Coat-sShort, close, stiff to the touch,
and glossy.

Color-Any color, sclid, parti, or
patched is permissible, buUtall white more
than 80 percent white, black and tan, and
liver not to be encouraged.

Size-Height and weight should be in
proportion. A height of about 18 to 19
inches at shoulders for the male and 17 to 18
inches for the female is to be considered
preferable.
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@ 89-25%F

Staffordshire Bull Terrier

Head and Skull-Short, deep through, broad
skull, very pronounced cheek muscles, dis-
tinct stop., short foreface, black nose. Pink
({budley) nose to be considered a serious
fault.

Eyes-Dark preferable, but may bear some
relation to coat coler. Round of medium
size, and set to look straight ahead. Light
eyes or pink eye rim to be considered a
fault, except that where the coat surrounding
the eye is white the eye rim may be pink. -

Bars-Rose or half-pricked and not large.
Full drop or full prick to be considered a
serious fault.

Mouth-A bite in which the outer side of .
the lower incisors touches the inner side of

%

the upper incisors. The lips should be tight’

and clean. The badly undershot or overshot
bite~is a serious fault.

-

Neck-Muscular, rather short, clean in
cutline =2nd gradually widening toward the

shoulders.

Forequarters-Legs straight and well
boned, set rather far apart, without loose-
ness at the shoulders and showing no weakness
at the pasterns, from which point the feet
turn out a little. -

Body-The body is close coupled, with a
level topline, wide front, deep brisket and
well sprung ribs being rather light in the
loins.

Hindquarters-The hindquarters should be
well muscled, hocks let down with stifles
well bent. Legs should be parallel when
viewed from behind. ’

Feet-The feet should be well padded,
strong and of medium size. Dewclaws, if any,
on the hind legs are generally removed.
Dewclaws on the forelegs may be removed.

Tail-The tail is undocked, or medium
length, low set, tapering to a point and
carried rather low. It should not curl much
and may be likened to an old-fashioned pump
handle. A tail that is too long or badly
curled is a fault.

Coat-Smooth, short and close to the
skin, not to be trimmed or de-whiskered.

Color-Red, fawn, white, black or blue,
or any of these colors with white. Any shace
of brindle or any shade of brindle with
white. Black-and-tan or liver color td be
disqualified.

size-Wweight: Dogs, 28 to 38 pounds;
bitches, 24 to 34 pounds. Height at shoul-
ders: 14 to 16 inches, these heights being
related to weights. Nonconformity with these
limits is a fault.

K00 16P 1954
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MIAM! REVIEW

Pubirshed Darty excedt Saturday. Suncay ana
Legst Moticays
Mismi, Dade County, Fionas

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF DADE-

Before the undersigned authority personsily appeared
Sookis Williams, who on oath says that she is the Vice
President of Legal Adveriising o! the Miam! Review, » daity
{except Saturdey. Sunday and Legsl Holidsys} newspaper,
published a1 Miami in Dade County, Flonda; that the stiached
copy of sdver being 2 Legs! Adver of Notice
In the matter ot

METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLA.
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5 .

OF THE CODE RELATING TO THE

REGULATION OF "PIT BULL" DOGS -

AND OWNERS

Inthe , X X X Count.
. was published in 3ald newspaper In the issues of

March 20, 1989

Attignl furthet says thet the taid Mieml Review 18 »
newipaper published a1 Miami in smd Dace County, Fwa
and hat the sad hat

shad in said Dede County, Hoﬂo. opch dey (nc-ﬂ

Deen

socond class mall matter ot the
D-ot CMt' Flonda, 0.1 L]
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CAGE COUNTY, FLORY

9(;7 "-)17-5

-mo'ouuu DADR COUNTY, FPLORIDA
' onmm\ucs AMENDING CHAPTER § OF THE CODE RELATING
TO THE REGULATION OF “AIT BULL" DOGS AND OWNERS, -

A pudlic hearing will bo held by the D.do County Board of County

3 in the C on the sec:| -

ood floor of the Metro-Dade Conl«. 111 H.W. First Street, Miami,

Florida at €:00 AM. Aprit. 4, 1960 when the aoud wm eomlo«
second resding and finsl p 0 olm dii

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER § OF THE OOURT OF
METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO
THE REGULATION OF “PIT BULL™ DOGS AND OWNERS OF
“PIT BULL" DOGS; PROVIDING LEQISLATIVE FINDINGS AND
INTENT: PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CON-
FINEMENT OF PIT BULL DOGS; PROVIDING FOR FINAN-
CtAL RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNERS OF PIT 8ULL 00QS; "
PROVIDING:AEGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, TIME OF
COMPUANCE AND RESTRICTING NEWLY-ACOUIRED MT
BULL DOGS AFTER SPECIFIED DATE; PROVIDING
PENALTIES; AMENDING CHAPTER 8CC OF THE-CODE TO - |
ADD CIVIL PENALTY; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLU
BION IN THE CODE AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE :

Annmmudp-nm wmum«uamnmm ‘
place specified. Oopino' this ordinance may be odtained from the{
MMMMMM:!&MWM« C

Ammmlowmmmmbymm

3

B0 §F | 955

-
<

LWMV
e e et ¥ MLOMSLIIES W A

"y ueneyr correy Taav THI

B A TRUE COPY OF Tt DRICReal, T
THaT THe eOTOCAAPYEC

S 490 O mCROP WS VOt

e A TR S

imee i, A2

axT 439 DAl




STATE OF FLORIDA )

)
COUNTY OF DADE

I, TONY COTARELO,Clerk of the Circuit Court im and for Pade County,
Florida, and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners of
sald County, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and Eoregoing‘is a true
and correct copy of following deno;ed ORDINANCE of Dade County, Florida
as appears of record.

ORDINANCE NO. 89-22 ,» asdopted by the said Board of
County ' Commissioners at its meeting held on APRIL. 4, 1989

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and official seal
on this 02 day of JANUARY A.D. 1921

AARSHALL ADER, Ex-0fficio Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Dade County, Florida
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